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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed ——. often omitting the 
news. And unfortunately much reporting is — by _ pressures of narrow a and our traditional prejud 


threaten to displace sound d 





system. 


reat spiritual factors which motivate the 
| fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 





Lines seeks to provide pacar insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 


drawn from the most authoritative sources. This Gee is dedicated to én belief that 4 through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and in 
communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?’’ 


Five years ago Miss Andrea Olson, a staff member of the Council of 
Churches of the Washington-Northern Idaho area, started collecting and 
selling stamps for the benefit of Church World Service. First her friends 
helped her, and then churches throughout these Western states joined the 
project. Today, approximately $300. per month is realized as profits that 
are used to purchase surplus food through CWS for hungry children in 





other lands. 


A simple mimeographed sheet of 
directions (titled “You Can Save 
Lives by Saving Stamps”) explains 
what stamps are most valuable and 
how to handle them. Here are the 
stamps that are listed: All commem- 
orative or memorial stamps; all for- 
eign stamps; special delivery and 
special air mail stamps; all stamps 
of 5¢ or over and special types of 
1, 2, 3 or 4¢ stamps. 


Here’s how to save them: Leave 
the stamp on the paper, cut or tear 
from envelope or package, leaving 
narrow rim of paper around the 
stamp. Be very careful not to cut, 
tear or injure stamps. They cannot 
be used if even one perforation 
point is missing. You can send 
stamps to Andrea Olson, Washing- 
ton-Northern Idaho Council of 
Churches, 2005 Fifth Ave., Seattle 
1, Wash. Or a similar project can 
be sponsored in your own area. 

Another way to use old stamps: A 
businessman in Hawaii, Arthur C. 
Marks, started a stamp collecting 
recreational program for patients in 
the Leper Hospital on Moloki, Ha- 
waii. He wrote to kings, presidents, 
prime ministers, missionaries, edu- 
cators and many others across the 
world, asking them to write letters 
and send stamps to this lonely com- 
munity on Moloki. Replies to his 
letters came from all over the globe. 
Surplus stamps were diverted to 
other similar institutions. 


This too is a project that any 
church group or club can undertake 
to help the shut-ins or disabled. 
Every member of the organization 
can save stamps and can write to 
friends, missionaries or business 
associates in foreign lands, asking 
for cancelled stamps for this use. 

As every stamp collector knows, 
building a stamp album can enliven 
many hours, make the world map 


come to life and link the collector 
with many new friends. 


Robert Kennedy’s Task 


President Kennedy’s appointment 
of his brother, Robert Kennedy, as 
U.S. Attorney General, exposes the 
Kennedy Administration to devas- 
tating onslaughts from political op- 
ponents for nepotism — unless 
Robert Kennedy produces miracles! 
The miracles may be on the way. 

Behind the scenes in Washington, 
it is believed that Robert Kennedy 
received this appointment for two 
particular reasons; (1) The President 
needed someone whom he could 
trust absolutely to be beyond reach 
of pressure — direct or indirect — 
from the nationwide gambling syn- 
dicates. Newsmen, law enforcement 
officials and _ honest politicians 
throughout the country all agree 
that the multi-billion dollar gam- 
bling syndicates operate with impun- 
ity because of the enormous re- 
sources they have to influence the 
courts, buy off officials and bribe law 
enforcement officers. Heretofore, 
whenever the Dept. of Justice has 
been able to establish some efficient 
method for meeting these conditions, 
the action has been thwarted at 
every political nerve center through- 
out the nation, including the USS. 
Congress. 

President Kennedy, by putting his 
own brother in as chief of the Dept. 
of Justice, knew he had one man 
he could trust, who could build 
around himself a staff which, to 
some degree at least, could be 
trusted to enforce the law. 

(2) Although Robert Kennedy is 
young and has had little experience 
in the legal field compared to scores 
of older more experienced lawyers 


who might have aspired to his 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


THE NEW INITIATIVE OF THE CHRISTIAN WEST 


FTER two decades of thinking we can curb evil and remake our 

world by the mass movements of armies and armadas on the sea and 
in the air, it is being rediscovered that the world can only be made right 
by individual attitudes and action: A third-grade white boy broke the total 
segregation boycott of a large school in New Orleans; a young white 
couple were the first to break through a picket line to escort their child to 
another school. Negro and white students are crowding the jails in the 
South as they persist in expressing their convictions about human brother- 
hood 

MANY ARE BEARING WITNESS to their conviction about 
the utter futility of nuclear warfare, that the unlimited power of active 
goodwill is the only force that can balance the unlimited power of the 
atom. Several hundred Quakers have stood through hours of silent prayer 
for peace around the Pentagon, alongside defense plants and missile bases. 
Several thousand “marched for peace” in New York and London, de- 
nouncing trust in nuclear arms, demanding more sincere effort at disarm- 
ament. All this is having a telling effect on the world mind for almost all 
the great nuclear scientists — on both sides of the Iron Curtain — support 
these witnesses. Western observers in the Soviet agree that the demand 
for peace and disarmament is the most pronounced sentiment among the 
Russian people. 

BREAKING THROUGH also is the realization that communism 
is gaining in Laos and elsewhere in Asia and Africa, in Cuba and else- 
where in Latin America— not because Communist armies are on the 
march but because thousands of trained dedicated Marxists are campaign- 
ing in jungle villages and urban slums to persuade the impoverished, illit- 
erate and disinherited that a new world awaits them through the doors of 
communism. We have spent $300 billions in the last decade on weapons 
to stop the Red tide but still it spreads. At last we have officials in Wash- 
ington who are awake to the fact that our atomic battalions and ficets 
cannot stem this tide, though we should double the military budget. We 
must carry our campaign for freedom against tyranny where the struggle 
really centers — to the people. 

THE NEW DRIVE AGAINST COMMUNISM is to be an en- 
larged, revitalized economic aid program, freed from wasteful military 
expediency and political motivation. Because much of this will be in 
loans — with the use of surplus foods, etc. — the planning must be on a 
long-term basis rather than the inefficient year-to-year hand-to-mouth 
basis followed so far. This new approach is symbolized in the Youth Peace 
Corps which requires teams of trained selfless individuals who will go into 
the jungle villages and urban slums to heal and feed the hungry, to teach 
and to build, to persuade the impoverished, illiterate and disinherited that 
a new world awaits them through the doors of love and freedom and not 
through a Red dictatorship or one of the Hitler variety. 

A GREAT HOUR IN HISTORY is unfolding, for what the 
Peace Corps represents, as it symbolizes the new initiative of the Western 
Christian civilization, is not a green untried idea but an enlargement of 
the Christian mission program. And the advance guard of the Peace Corps 
has included such men as Albert Schweitzer in Africa, Tom Dooley in 
Laos, Frank Laubach and his worldwide literacy program, Larry Mellon 
in his hospital in Haiti. There is a definite conscious awareness of this 
in the White House and State Dept. Since the beginning of this century 
Christian missions have emphasized healing, teaching and agricultural 
progress as part of the Abundant Life. The 1000 Peace Corps workers to 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


go out this year, and the 10,000 who will represent the plan in full oper- 
ation, will but supplement the 33,460 American missionaries who are 
already at work in 145 countries. In fact, the training to be given to the 
Peace Corps is definitely patterned after the highly successful Methodist 
system of training 125 young people each year for three years of Chris- 
tian service overseas. There will be many set-backs and failures, but at 
last our Christian civilization is getting back to the source of its real power 
and greatness — which began when the divine Galilean sent them out to 
teach, to heal and to proclaim the kingdom of God. 

OUR MISTAKE HAS BEEN in the attempt to use military might 
for achievements beyond the power of sword or missile. Military might 
may justifiably be used to enforce law in a lawless world, but weapons 
can never teach or build, feed or heal; they can only wound, burn, blast 
or kill, When we pour all our resources into the business of burning, 
blasting and killing — how can we expect to win men to our side? It is 
a very simple lesson, but somehow heretofore we’ve missed it. 


TRUTH VS. PROPAGANDA ABOUT LAOS 


HE truth about Laos continues to be distorted in most news channels 

and is of prime importance for what it teaches. Here are the facts of 
record: While Laos was under an international arms control commission 
(india, Canada, Poland), its neutrality was assured. Since Laos borders 
Red China and Communist Vietnam on the north, it is true that the Reds 
did continue some infiltration, as they always do wherever poverty and 
illiteracy invite them. Instead of meeting this infiltration by an effective 
economic infiltration of our own, the Pentagon began a U.S. military 
build-up in Laos, spending $300 million to arm and train the Laotian 
armed forces. 

LOOK AT A MAP and you will see what an open invitation to 
disaster this was, for no nation would permit such a military build-up on 
its sensitive frontier without retaliation. Consequently neighboring Red 
China and Communist Vietnam began counter military infiltration of 
North Laos. And there is grave danger that Red China will not join a 
cease-fire or negotiation until Peking’s defense chiefs are certain they 
have redressed the balance of power so they can negotiate from “a po- 
sition of strength” — to quote from our own military vocabulary. 

BEHIND THESE DEVELOPMENTS is the still more significant 
fact that most of the actual Communist and pro-Communist “neutralist” 
forces under Kong Le, which have threatened the U.S. puppet government 
in the capital, have all been armed by the U.S. military mission. (Any air lift 
of Communist arms will be small compared to the U.S. armaments already 
distributed.) So blind and reckless has been U.S. military policy that we 
alienated those we armed while we armed them! 

A U.S. CIVILIAN OBSERVER in Laos, reporting in the Wash- 
ington Post Feb. 26, commented “The clumsy pro-Western militarism 
forced many of the most fervent young Laotians to take up Communism as 
the only way they could express their true nationalism.” Continued this ob- 
server, “I know several of these angry young men personally. Last August 
they became the most vociferous supporters of Kong Le who was then a 
national hero trying to move Laos away from both the U.S. and Communist 
infiltration. Because they worked with Kong Le, they were too promptly 
denounced as Communists by the right-wing American-supported groups. 
They then retreated with Kong Le into Vietnam. After visiting in the Com- 
munist areas, they became ardent admirers of ‘the people’s democracy’ and 
now equate communism with Laotian nationalism.” 


On March 24, an AP dispatch from Laos gave a frank appraisal 
of what went wrong with American policy. (We checked press files and 
find that many editors — instead of featuring the dispatch — killed it, 
since it contradicted the rest of the views they were publishing on Laos.) 
A U.S. diplomat was quoted, “We gave them money and the goods through 
the military program. We neglected the economic side. And the money... . 
went into the pockets of the rich. The Communists made effective propa- 
ganda of our failures.” A member of the U.S. Operations Mission said, 
“We should have tried somehow to reach the little people instead of the 
big families, who have gotten richer than ever from American spending 
. . . « In Laos as elsewhere it is notoriously true that the Reds work at 
the village level.” 

U.S. NEWSPAPERS featured many reports a few weeks ago that 
the Red Chinese and Russians were invading Laos from the north for a 
“take-over.” As we pointed out at the time, British and U.S. newsmen on 
the spot finally repudiated these reports as grossly exaggerated and largely 
false. Small groups of Red Chinese technicians, including an occasional 
Russian, were coming in, but the U.S. had been doing the same thing on 
a large scale for three years! The ultra-reactionaries and the military ex- 
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Robert Kennedy’s Task (continued) 


position, there was no one who had 
become so familiar with the rat-runs 
of the criminal rackets. For three 
years he served as chief legal coun- 
sel and investigator of the McClel- 
land Committee on Corruption in 
Management and Labor. He listened 
to testimony, examined witnesses 
and dug into the subterranean life 
of the worst crime and gambling 
rackets in the country. He knows 
their intimate relationships with 
both big business and big labor. He 
brought to his office in the Dept. 
of Justice a truckload of files with 
intimate details that can be used in 
drawing the net around the notori- 
ous racketeers the Senate investiga- 
tion had ferreted out. 

Jim Hoffa, chief of the Team- 
sters Union, is one of Robert Ken- 
nedy’s prime targets. Putting Hoffa 
in prison is not necessarily Robert 
Kennedy’s chief aim. The Dept. of 
Justice is challenged by the impunity 
with which Hoffa can employ and 
utilize known gangsters and crimi- 
nals to advance the fortunes of his 
union and to forge links between his 
regime and business organizations 
and other labor groups. And many 
large corporations have no scruples 
against the use of these criminals 
by the unions in connection with 
their own labor relations, provided 
production and profits continue to 
roll smoothly. In fact the McClel- 
land Committee has found instances 
where big corporations were pleased 
to use the racketeers when their 


Strikes In Russia 


tough methods helped to cover the 
chicanery of both business methods 
and rackets. It is this cynicism in 
business circles which concerns the 
Dept. of Justice, that big business 
accepts the immoral climate as a 
natural atmosphere in which to do 
business today. 

“Why shouldn’t labor unions use 
tough methods if they get results,” 
philosophizes Hoffa. The zillion dol- 
lar corporations do the same all 
over the country. “The poor SOB 
who steals a loaf of bread gets a 
year in jail; but if you steal a couple 
of hundred millions like those char- 
acters in the giant electric com- 
panies, you get 30 days.” Hoffa’s 
own view of public morality is made 
even chillier by the ease with which 
he can enlist the legal services of 
former Governors, Senators and 
heads of bar associations at high 
fees to work for him and his boys. 
Hoffa makes no effort to conceal his 
contempt when he talks about these 
lawyers. 


Indicted in Federal courts three 
times in the past three years, he won 
two acquittals, is now under indict- 
ment in Florida for the alleged mis- 
use of $500,000 of teamster funds 
in a real estate deal. But he has 
boosted the wages of 1,500,000 
truck drivers 150 per cent in the 
last ten years. Many of them earn 
as high as $9,000 and $10,000 a 
year; the long cross country haulers 
glean close to $15,000 a year. So 
the “boys” believe in Jim Hoffa. 


Reports continue to trickle through of strikes behind the Iron 





Curtain and rioting over pay and working conditions among workers in 
Soviet industry. News of these events is severely suppressed by the Krem- 
lin, but such reports are often brought out by refugees. This information 
is substantiated by articles in the Soviet press urging workers in certain 
areas to greater devotion to their tasks, with demands that they report 
instances of insubordination or “plotting against the Socialist state.” The 
N. Y. Herald-Tribune’s correspondent, Robt. J. Donovan, recently sum- 


marized the known facts about strikes in the U.S.S.R. since 1956. 


Strikes are not supposed to occur 
in the “workers’ paradise,” and 
Stalin saw to it that they didn’t. But 
in the more relaxed days that fol- 
lowed Stalin’s death, workers began 
manifesting their dissatisfaction. The 
first known strike occurred in Octo- 
ber, 1956, at a Moscow ball-bearing 
plant. This strike spread to other 
industries and there were rumors of 
strikes and some rioting in other 
factories around Moscow. High- 
ranking Communist officials are 
known to have appeared at plants 
to plead with the workers to return 
to their jobs. 

Last spring evidence from several 
sources revealed that strikes had 
broken out among large groups of 
student engineers and professional 
craftsmen as well as workers. At the 
construction site of the Great Kara- 
ganada Iron and Steel plant at 
Temir-Tau, Soviet troops were called 


in to suppress an uprising, in which 
many were killed and injured. Early 
this year Washington heard reports 
of disturbances in Kemerovo when 
thousands of Army officers, dis- 
charged as a result of a cut in the 
size of the Russian armed services, 
were given housing that local work- 
ers had expected to be assigned to 
them. This rioting even involved 
officers in the Army, for the Army 
men apparently shared the resent- 
ment felt by the workers over the 
mismanagement and blundering of 
the Moscow party bureaucrats. 

The latest rioting in the Ukraine 
took place in a plastics plant near 
Kiev, where Italian engineers were 
building a factory. A dozen top 
Russian engineers are reported to 
have led the walk-out, demanding 
more money, better food and im- 

(continued second col., NEXT page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


tremists in this country, by the suppression of these facts and by over- 
simplification, have tried to make a case for all-out war in Laos. Mean- 
while, President Kennedy is seeking a way to restore genuine neutrality in 
the area through negotiations without repudiating the Eisenhower Penta- 
gon policy that created the dangerous mess, for such a repudiation would 
start such a political war around the White House as to make the Laotian 
jungles seem calm. (For more about this, see Walter Lippman’s column, 
N.Y. Herald-Tribune, March 26; Christian Science Monitor, March 20.) 


CUBA TODAY 


OW that the U.S. Embassy in Havana is closed and few Americans 
remain there, factual reports of conditions in Cuba are scarce. And 
what is published usually conforms to the anti-Castro image reflected in 
our press and radio. Canadian, Swedish, Swiss and other Western business 
personnel and newsmen who have recently been in Cuba report that: 
CONDITIONS ARE HARD for Cubans who were previously 
wealthy or well-to-do, since many of their properties have been confiscated. 
No one is allowed more than one home or apartment. But each landowner 
may yet retain 1000 acres, so there is still much private farming. Cubans 
who previously benefited from American industrial activities and tourism 
(hotel managers, restauranteurs, shopkeepers, night club proprietors, bar- 
tenders, waiters, taxi drivers) are in hard times. Food of the luxury type is 
non-existent, and meat, eggs and butter often scarce. But the average low- 
paid worker or farmer is eating better than before, for there is an abun- 
dance of beans, rice, vegetables and fruits at low prices. (Beans and rice 
are the staple food of Cuban farm workers and lower class city dwellers.) 


A STUDY OF CUBAN DIET by the Catholic University of 
Havana established that only four per cent of the Cubans have ever been 
able to eat meat. Only 2.12 per cent could eat eggs and butter and only 
one per cent could eat fish which should be abundant. Almost 70 per cent 
of the food Cuba formerly consumed, in the one-crop era of the sugar 
monopolies, had to be imported from abroad. Today, under the new land 
distribution, Cuba is already self-sufficient in beans, rice, bread and other 
staples. 

HOUSING is steadily improving. In rural Cuba, before the revo- 
lution, 64 per cent of the people had neither indoor toilets not outdoor 
sanitation facilities. Only 3.24 per cent had running water. Today, in al- 
most all areas, a crash program is underway to provide prefabricated 
cement and cinder block houses and apartments for the working class. 
Although these have only the most basic sanitation facilities, they are clean, 
have cement floors that can keep out the rats and insects. According to a 
recent UN study, 44 per cent of the children of Latin America die before 
the age of five. In Cuba, after 60 years of American industrialization of 
sugar, the disease rate among infants was even higher. Today improved 
housing and medical care are rapidly improving public health. 

THERE IS STILL CONSIDERABLE FREEDOM. People go 
where they wish with little restriction of movement. The N.Y. Times, the 
Miami Herald, Time, Newsweek, Life, Readers Digest all circulate freely. 
But one-party dictatorship is indeed a fact and it is definitely Marxist. Yet 
Fidel Castro and his plainly dressed, unassuming, dedicated “mountain 
men” are in complete command and not the Communist party, despite the 
presence of local Communist functionaries and technicians from East Ger- 
many, Czechoslovakia and Red China. If Russia tried to move in seriously, 


the Fidelistas would start shooting Russians. All Western observers agree 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Strikes In Russia 


proved living and working condi- 
tions for themselves and the work- 
ers. 


How serious are these strikes? 
Washington authorities do not be- 
lieve they are at present an imme- 
diate threat to the Kremlin. As long 
as the strikes are more or less iso- 
lated instances, they can be dealt 
with separately. But the news 
spreads fast, despite suppression, 
from one factory district to another. 
And the very attempt to suppress 
this information enflames the work- 
ers further when they do hear of 
the suffering of their fellows in 
other areas. 

Economists specializing in Rus- 
sian affairs are studying carefully the 
output of Russian production and 
so far they have not noticed any 
major decline that might indicate 
that the strikes have reached the 
danger point. But it is known that 
these strikes have resulted in the 
firing of bosses, the establishment 
of better working conditions and 
raises for the workers involved. This 
alone encourages the belief that the 
working classes in Russia have been 
able to build enough pressure 
against party controls to force back- 
downs by the Kremlin on many 
occasions. 

In short, the evidence indicates 
that the working classes have dis- 
covered their power over the tyrants 
and that the extent of that power 
depends only on how it is organized 
and applied. Some day the people 
of Russia will know that this lever- 
age, this fulcrum of power, is within 
their reach, and they will use it. 


(cont.) 


Education In Russia 


American educators who have 
made a serious study of the Soviet 
educational system are convinced 
that the Russians are doing a thor- 
ough and significant job of creating 
mass education at a high level that 
meets the particular needs of the 
Soviet society. 

The American educational world 
was startled, a year after the world 
had been jarred by the Sputnik 
launching, to learn that Khruschev 
had prescribed drastic reforms for 
Soviet education. This reform was 
related to “polytechnic” education 
and work experience for all Rus- 
sian students at the ages of 16 or 
over. 

Under the old system, Russian 
students went directly into university 
or technical institutes to be trained 
in science, mathematics, the hu- 
manities and professions—without 
experience in manual labor or crafts. 
Khrushchev charged that many Rus- 
sian graduates were inexperienced in 
working, were poor craftsmen, in- 
ept and without the drive and in- 
terest in using their hands and skills 
that should go with “properly So- 


Education In Russia ‘cont. 


viet-dedicated workmen.” Under the 
new reformed system, every student 
finishing the gymnasium (which ap- 
proximates our high schools) must 
now coordinate work experience, in 
agriculture or industry, with his 
studies. Polytechnic education re- 
quires as much classroom study and 
laboratory research as before but 
this is now synchronized with prac- 
tical experience in factories, shops 
or on farms. 


U. S. educators report that the 
basic concept of the new Russian 
system is practical and logical for 
the educational needs of the Soviet 
Union. The U. S. observers com- 
mented on the aims of better under- 
standing of various techniques of 
industry and agricultural production; 
the application of scientific princi- 
ples to mass production; the de- 
velopments of habits of work and 
self-discipline and initiative. 

They noted serious weaknesses in 
the Soviet system, however, and 
many of its methods and facilities 
are antiquated and inadequate. But 
this “polytechnic” education, com- 
bined with the traditional academic 
program is emerging as a significant 
element in the philosophy of educa- 
tion in the Soviet Union. The report 
of the U. S. Office of Education 
mission concluded that the Soviet 
approach “stands today as a dynam- 
ic movement among the educational 
Philosophies of the world.” 


Many American educators are 
alarmed at the vast amount of idle- 
ness among American youth, the 
throngs of husky young men who 
have no interest in work or pro- 
fessional activity and nothing to do 
outside of school hours. This situa- 
tion was compared with the long 
days of work and the spirit being 
developed among students in the 
Soviet Union. While our observers 
do not advocate the Russian pat- 
tern for our society, they warn that 
we dare not deprecate it. 


Religion In Russia 


Authoritative and direct informa- 
tion on the religious situation in 
Russia comes from the spiritual 
leader of four million Armenians 
residing behind the Iron Curtain, 
the Supreme Patriarch Vasken I. 
The head of the Armenian Church 
states that Soviet leaders are ad- 
mitting privately the great increase 
in interest in religion throughout all 
of Russia. 

The Eastern Orthodox Patriarch 
reports that the Armenian Church 
in Russia has been permitted to re- 
open several churches and three 
monasteries and that there has been 
no reduction in the number of grad- 
uates from its seminaries nor are 
there shortages of candidates for 
the seminaries. “On Christmas and 
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X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


to that; and if communism really takes over, it will be Cuban communism. 


ALL WHO HAVE BEEN IN CUBA LATELY have been im- 
pressed with one fact that underscores all the above — that Castro seems 
so sufficiently secure in his power that he freely distributes small arms 
and small weapons among the people through his voluntary militia. This 
is significant, for usually in the history of revolutions, whenever the rev- 
olutionary power has won control, one of its first acts is to compel the 
people to surrender their arms to prevent counter revolution. Observers 
say that if the people of Cuba were as suppressed, deprived of their rights 
and ready to rebel as is claimed by propagandists in the U.S., Castro would 
not dare distribute machine guns and small weapons so widely. For he does 
not have a tightly controlled and centralized army, as do most tyrants. His 
own “mountain men” are the supervisors and trainers of the loosely joined, 
widely dispersed people’s militia that one sees everywhere. 


CIVIL WAR COMING? 


N the face of these responsible observations, therefore, it is a dangerous 
misconception to depend upon the assumption, widespread in the U.S., 
that the Cubans are on the verge of throwing out the Castro regime (with 
assistance from the U.S. trained and armed anti-Castro forces now mobi- 
lizing in Guatemala and in Florida.) Minor battles are being fought be- 
tween anti-Castro forces in some of the mountain regions of the island. 
But those who have seen Cuba recently report that the lack of 
tension and the absence of a tight discipline over the people belie the 
danger of a general uprising against Fidel’s regime. The majority of the 
common people are still ardently for him. Thus, if some 50,000 anti- 
Castro Cubans from the upper and middle classes, who are now refugees 
in the U.S., succeed in creating an armed invasion, with U.S. military 
assistance, they will be starting a civil war, bloody and extensive, rather 
than touching off a widespread anti-Castro counter revolution. Thousands 
of disillusioned middle-class Cubans still trapped on the island will join 
the invasion forces, but at least three million Cubans will fight for the 
Castro revolution. And that can be quite a war. 


The U.S. military and intelligence units which have been assisting 
the anti-Castro forces have so far been unable to launch the assault due 
to the strife within the anti-Castro regimes which have been set up in the 
U.S. This split is highly significant; one group, representing Cuba’s wealth- 
iest families, demands that a counter revolution in Cuba must restore the 
former status quo, the great sugar estates and industries owned by a few 
American corporations and wealthy Cubans. The other anti-Castro regime 
is strong for continuing the revolution but wants to modify its extremes 
and purge it of Marxist trends. U.S. ultra-conservatives are, behind the 
scenes, vociferously supporting the restoration of the status-quo, going 
so far as to label the Pentagon and CIA as “commuunistic” for not throw- 
ing our military weight behind this “restoration” counter revolution. 

THE KENNEDY ADMINISTRATION has adroitly moved in 
on this conflict by issuing its April 2nd declaration charging that Castro 
has betrayed the Cuban revolution, which is an effective maneuver, for 
there are three salient truths that must be recognized if any progress is 
to be made in solving the Castro threat to all Latin America: (1) The 
Cuban revolution had to come and was long overdue; (2) Castro has 
brought this needed revolution, but he is betraying it by turning the rev- 
olution into a Marxist dictatorship; (3) the only solution is to separate 
Castro’s Marxism from the revolution and carry the revolution on to an 
honorable and effective fulfillment with a fair reimbursement for con- 
fiscated properties and the restoration of political and economic freedoms. 
If we measure developments during the coming weeks along these lines, 
we can rather accurately estimate progress — or failure. 


ADMINISTERED PRICING 


CONFLICT between the largest corporations and the Kennedy Ad- 

ministration will soon ignite as the Dept. of Justice digs into mo- 
nopoly practices, the price fixing and the profit squeeze which have added 
seriously to the afflictions of small businesses and the consumer during the 
current recession. While thousands of small businessmen have gone broke, 
a few of the basic metal industries have continued to make record profits, 
despite greatly reduced production. The giant steel corporations, for in- 
stance, with production reduced down to about 50 per cent of their capac- 
ity, still reported profits for 1960 near the best records of the boom years 
of the past. How many businesses up and down your Main Street could 
operate profitably on 50 per cent capacity? 

The situation has been further aggravated by the announcement 
that the two largest copper corporations (copper and steel are the two most 
widely used materials in manufacturing) are cutting production by 12% 
per cent to curb surpluses and keep their price and profit levels at the 





Religion In Russia 


Easter church attendance has been 
greater than ever before. The wor- 
shippers now include the young as 
well as the old, with the interest of 
youth increasing. The church will 
endure, although there are no signs 
that the Soviet regime is relenting 
in its atheistic doctrines.” 

The Patriarch stated that the 
Kremlin apparently has reached the 
understanding within its own leader- 
ship that they must accept coexis- 
tence with the church. They have 
discovered that it is better to leave 
the church alone than to persecute, 
for persecution strengthens the de- 
termination of the clergy to oppose 
communism. When the persecutions 
have been eased, the clergy goes 
ahead with its spiritual mission and 
ignores politics. Thus, the Kremlin 
has dropped almost all active pres- 
sures against the church. 


The Church In Czechoslovakia 

Dr. Curt Beck, authority on and 
former resident of Czechoslovakia 
and now professor of political sci- 
ence at the Univ. of Connecticut, 
has just recently returned from an 





(continued) 


extensive visit in that area. He re- 
ports that attendance in the churches 
of Czechoslovakia has been steadily 
increasing. “One can enter a church 
at almost any time, day or night, 
and find people worshipping there. 
At the stated hours of service, the 
sanctuaries are crowded, often with 
groups of workers and youths who 
seem to be coming as a silent ex- 
pression of their rejection of the 
political and anti-religious attitude 
of the controlling official life, a form 
of defiance towards the Red tyranny. 
That the churches are extremely 
well attended, after many years of 
dynamic anti-religious education in 
the schools, is in itself a powerful 
testimony to the failure of the 
regime at one of its most important 
points of relationship to the public 
mind.” 





In the U.S.S.R., ten million high 
school students study English for 
six years; in college they must also 
take an Asian or African language. 
In the U.S.A., only about 15 per 
cent of our students take a year of 
any foreign language. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


present 29 cents a pound market price. This will add many more workers 
to the nation’s roll of the unemployed. Nothing is said about lowering 
prices to stimulate consumption; that’s old fashioned capitalism, where 
supply and demand govern production and prices. The giant corporations 
have the power to ignore the laws of supply and demand, maintaining 
“administered prices” at high levels, even if thousands of small businesses 


go broke and hundreds of thousands of workers are put out of jobs. 

Prices of primary metals (steel and copper) increased from 100 in 1947 to 193.3 in 
1958 which is a bigger increase than in any other manufacturing industry. The next largest 
increase took place in the price of non-electrical machinery and it was only 68 per cent. On 
the other hand, in the textile industries, where there is still some competition, prices have 
even declined during the same period. 


WHEN THE DEPT. OF JUSTICE INVESTIGATIONS begin to 
dig into these situations, the Kennedy Administration will be accused of 
“socialism.” Most of the press will largely remain silent about the fact that 
the action of the Government is caused by the complaints from innum- 
erable small businessmen who are being strangled by the price-profit 
squeeze which the top corporations are maintaining. Atty. Gen. Robert 
Kennedy has disclosed that the Dept. of Justice is also investigating price- 
fixing in such everyday items as meat, milk and medicine. A Senate Com- 
mittee headed by Sen. Kefauver last year turned the light on the price fixing 
and exorbitant profit structure maintained by most of the large drug com- 
panies. Big dairy corporations have also boosted profits year after year 
while pricing adequate milk supplies out of the range of millions of young 
families. Moreover, the corporations have used the over-abundance of milk 
to squeeze the prices paid the farmer ever downward, forcing thousands 
of them into bankruptcy. “If such abuses are halted, prices on these and 
other basic commodities should drop sharply,” stated Mr. Kennedy. 

Will the action of the Administration along these lines bring re- 
criminatory action on the part of big business? Will a deepening recession 
be encouraged by big industry’s slashing employment rolls to make the 
Democrats “the party of a new depression”? If so, as fantastic as it may 
seem, we'll probably be headed for the nationalization of our largest 
industries, with the regretable loss of much of our economic freedom. 
Motor cars, vacuum cleaners, shoes, even bread and milk, cannot be pro- 
duced for 200 million people without big business. But when the great 
companies, General Motors, General Foods, General Electric, the tele- 
phone and utility corporations (which are already bigger than most of our 
States in resources, investments and employees) begin to direct our econom- 
ic future for their own benefit rather than the consuming public they serve, 
crisis lies ahead. Remember, England, France, Italy, Switzerland and other 
Western nations have already nationalized some of their largest industries. 


